
Shabbat shalom, and welcome to Mishkan.  
Mishkan is a spiritual community on a mission to engage, educate, empower and inspire people in Chicago and beyond through dynamic 
experiences of Jewish prayer, study, music, social activism and community-building. We believe that Judaism is a vehicle for bringing more 
light, more goodness, more justice, and more joy into the world, and that inspired prayer and inspired living reinforce one another. 

The ancient Mishkan was the traveling prayer tent in the desert that brought together Israelites from across the spectrum of the community, 
and so do we: young, young-at-heart, total novices in prayer and Jewish study alongside people with years of experience, LGBTQ Jews, 
Jews in interfaith relationships and from all denominational and religious backgrounds. We believe everyone’s birthright is to connect to 
God, Torah and community in this way. The only thing needed is that your heart be in it. You in? 

We’re so glad you’re here, and hope your shabbos with us brings you higher.     -Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann 

KEHILAH/Community 
livin’ on a prayer • תפילה 

2nd Fridays @ Mishkan 
Friday January 13th, 6:30pm - 10:00pm, Second Unitarian Church, 656 W Barry 
Our signature Friday night services - music, prayer, learning, intentionality and inspiration, followed by the best catered dinner this side of Jerusalem. 

Get a YumCard: www.mishkanchicago.org. Kids & Families: Join us for Early Family Friday Night Dinner BEFORE services. Email 
admin@mishkanchicago.org to register.  

LOCALS: Shabbat Dinners in YOUR Hood 
Friday January 20th, various times & various locations around Chicago 
Looking to meet new people and connect more deeply with folks at Mishkan? Come to one of our winter LOCALS Shabbat 
dinners– small, intimate gatherings all over the city to help you Jew wherever you are. This month, we've got Locals in Hyde 

Park, Lincoln Square, Andersonville & Lakeview. Visit mishkanchicago.org to register. 

                                   learn, baby learn • לימוד 
The Chicago Social Justice Bet Midrash: What is Jewish Criminal Justice? 
4 Tuesdays starting January 10th, 6:30 - 9:00pm, Mishkan Space, 4001 N. Ravenswood 108 
Join Mishkan in partnership with JCUA and AVODAH for the second series of our all-levels, open-to-everybody Social Justice Beit Midrash. We will 
explore sources on criminal justice. Visit mishkanchicago.org to register.  

Conscious Coupling 
Mondays Jan 30th, Feb 6th, & Feb 13th, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Mishkan Space, 4001 N. Ravenswood 108 
Looking to learn more about the hard skills necessary for taking your love to the next level and keeping it strong? This three part series (plus Shabbat 
dinner on March 3rd!) is open to couples at any stage of relationship building and is our very first program happening @ Maggie's Place. We'll explore 
love languages, conscious communication, and Jewish approaches to relationships and commitment. The cost of this series is $36 per couple for 
Builders, $72 for non-Builders. (Builders, email rachelGray@mishkanchicago.org for the discount code).  

come together • ביחד 
Mishkan Music Jam THIS SUNDAY! 
Sunday (TOMORROW) January 8th, 6:00pm - 8:00pm, Mishkan Space, 4001 N. Ravenswood 108 
Calling all musicians and the musically inclined! If you're a singer or just love to sing, play an unusual (or usual) Middle Eastern instrument, the mandolin 
or the oud, keys, clarinet, WHATEVER, then join us to get together to play songs, teach each other and just jam. RSVP to Grace gegleason@gmail.com 

TEFILAH/prayer: In the Midst of Fear 
First they came for the African Americans and I spoke up—  because I am my sisters’ and my brothers’ keeper. 

And then they came for the women and I spoke up— because women hold up half the sky. 
And then they came for the immigrants and I spoke up— because I remember the ideals of our democracy. 

And then they came for the Muslims and I spoke up— because they are my cousins, 
and we are one human family. 

And then they came for the Native Americans and Mother Earth and I spoke up— 
because the blood-soaked land cries and the mountains weep. 

They keep coming. We keep rising up.  
Because we Jews know the cost of silence.We remember where we came from.  

And we will link arms, because when you come for our neighbors, you come for us— 
And THAT just won't stand. 

- Rabbi Michael Adam Latz, Rabbi of Congregation Shir Tikvah in Minneapolis, MN

inspired, down-to-earth Judaism
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Mishkan Chicago is an independent, spiritual community, just 5 years old, and is powered by the generosity of people like you. If you’re thinking 
to yourself, “Someone should make sure this thing stays healthy!” Be that someone. 

• Give! Make a donation online at mishkanchicago.org/donate or put something in the Love Offerings box. Every dollar goes to engaging 
people in dynamic and deep Jewish spiritual practice regardless of background or denomination. Your support makes a huge difference. 

• Become a Builder! Builders make a monthly gift or annual gift to help sustain Mishkan, not out of guilt, but out of inspired co-creation of this 
community. (And if that’s not convincing enough, you get cool perks, discounts and Mishkan swag.) 

 Contact Rachel Cort, Managing Director, if you want more information about supporting Mishkan: rachel@mishkanchicago.org. 
Thank you and bless you for building this community with us!

LEARNING: New Year’s Resolutions That Work 

TORAH: Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover his blood? Let’s sell him to the 
Arabs and not harm him with our own hands. After all – he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers 

agreed. Gen. 37:26-27 

Yehudah/Judah / Jew = gratitude/ hoda’ah / acknowledge / modah / confess / vidui • יהודה / מודה / וידוי 

 אי זו היא תשובה גמורה זה שבא לידו דבר שעבר בו ואפשר בידו לעשותו ופירש ולא עשה מפני התשובה לא מיראה ולא מכשלון כח כיצד הרי שבא על אשה בעבירה
 ולאחר זמן נתייחד עמה והוא עומד באהבתו בה ובכח גופו ובמדינה שעבר בה ופירש ולא עבר זהו בעל תשובה גמורה הוא ששלמה אמר וזכור את בוראיך בימי בחורותיך

 ואם לא שב אלא בימי זקנותו ובעת שאי אפשר לו לעשות מה שהיה עושה אף על פי שאינה תשובה מעולה מועלת היא לו ובעל תשובה הוא

RaMbaM: Who has reached complete Teshuvah? A person who confronts the same situation in which he sinned 
when he has the potential to commit the sin again, and, nevertheless, abstains and does not commit it because of 
his Teshuvah alone and not because of fear or a lack of strength. 

For example, a person engaged in illicit sexual relations with a woman. Afterwards, they met in privacy, in the same 
country, while his love for her and physical power still persisted, and nevertheless, he abstained and did not 
transgress. This is a complete Baal-Teshuvah… If he does not repent until his old age, at a time when he is incapable 
of doing what he did before, even though this is not a high level of repentance, he is a Baal-Teshuvah.  
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides), Hilchot Teshuvah 2:1 

MODERN: “It is a precise reversal of character. Callousness has been replaced with concern. Indifference to his 
brother’s fate has been transformed into courage on his behalf. He is willing to suffer what he once inflicted on 
Joseph so that the same fate should not befall Benjamin. At this point Joseph reveals his identity. We know why. 

Judah has passed the test that Joseph has carefully constructed for him. Joseph wants to know if Judah has 
changed. He has. This is a highly significant moment in the history of the human spirit.  

Judah is the first penitent – the first baal teshuvah – in the Torah.”  
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Vayigash 5777

TZEDEK & HESED & HODA’AH/justice, love and gratitude 
You can help Mishkan welcome our SECOND refugee family to Chicago! Share with your networks: razoo.com/story/Mishkan-Refugee 

Mazal Tov to Naomi Klinghoffer and Nathan Schreiber on your recent engagement! Od yishama b’arey Yehudah… yaaaay! So much joy!  

We send our heartfelt condolences to Cynthia Gelper, whose mother passed this past Wednesday, HaMakom Y’nachem et’chem. May positive 
memories bring you comfort moving forward. Refu’ah shalomah, a speedy recovery, to Myra’s co 

Love Teamers ON tonight are: Kyle Brumfield, Alex Schwartz, Shannon Cochran & Reuven Solomon. THANK YOU for helping make shabbat 
happen with so much friendly gusto and holiday cheer. Thank you to our Torah Readers extraordinaire Reuven and Rabbi Suzanne Griffel. 

Hungry for Discussion? Join Christy Cook for trivia! Thank you for getting the conversation going. 

Don’t be a wilde chaya (that’s Yiddish, for crazy beast)! We love sharing shabbos lunch with you. Please help us by cleaning up after yourself. 
Thank you for being a mensch (and a sexy beast). 

Here for the first time? Come say hello to Ellie Spitz or any of our staff or Love Team on today so we can shower you with love and affection! Get 
on the Mishkan email list at www.mishkanchicago.org and get in our FB group and follow us on Instagram too. Congrats? Condolences? Want to 
let us know that someone needs a little love? Contact Hilary GImpel at support@mishkanchicago.org. Be a Lover! Contact James Evans at 
LoveTeam@mishkanchicago.org to hear about the Love Team.

Mishkan is co-created by Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann, Founder • Rachel Cort, Managing Director • Ellie Spitz, Director of Community Engagement & Wellness • Ilana Gleicher-
Bloom, Vision Director, Mensch Academy • Rabbi Lauren Henderson: Jewish Emergent Network Rabbinic Fellow • Rachel Gray Alexander, Marketing & Communications 

Manager • Natalie Dibo, Rabbinic & Admin Assistant • The Davening Team • Our Awesome Board • The Love Team • Every Single Builder and Giver • YOU!

Maggie’s Place Open House 
Sunday January 29th, 4pm - 7pm, Maggie’s Place @ Mishkan Chicago, 4001 N. Ravenswood Suite 108 

Join us as we celebrate the launch of Maggie's Place with good folks, good vibes and delicious food catered by Goddess 
& Grocer. Maggie's Place is a center at Mishkan Chicago dedicated to building community through a holistic approach 

to wellness, learning, leadership, social community and access to social services and resources. Join us! 

www.mishkanchicago.org/maggiesplace
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Vayigash • And he drew near • ויגש • Genesis 44:18-47:27

44:18  Then Judah came near to him, and said, ’Oh 
my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my 
lord’s ears, and let not your anger burn against your 
servant, for you are as Pharaoh. 19  My lord asked 
his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a 
brother?’ 20  And we said to my lord, ‘We have a 
father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little 
one. And his brother is dead, and he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father loves him.’ 

21  And you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to 
me, that I may set my eyes upon him.’ 22  And we 
said to my lord, ‘The lad can not leave his father; for 
if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 23  
And you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest 
brother comes down with you, you shall see my face 
no more.’ 24  And it came to pass when we came up 
to your servant my father, we told him the words of 
my lord.

25  And our father said, ‘Go again, and buy us a little 
food.’ 26  And we said, ‘We can not go down– if our 
youngest brother is with us, then we can go down; 
for we may not see the man’s face, unless our 
youngest brother is with us.’ 27  And your servant my 
father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me 
two sons– 28  and the one went away from me, and I 
said, ‘Surely he is torn in pieces, and I have not seen 
him since. 29  And if you take this one also from me, 
and harm befall him, you shall bring my white hairs 
with down to the underworld with sorrow.’ 30  Now 
therefore when I come to your servant, my father, 
and the lad are not with us– seeing that his life is 
bound up in the lad’s life. 

31  It shall come to pass, when he sees that the lad 
is not with us, that he will die; and your servants shall 
bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father 
with sorrow to Sheol. 32  For your servant became 
surety for the lad to my father, saying, If I bring him 
not to you, then I shall bear the blame to my father 
for ever. 33  Now therefore, I beg you, let your 
servant remain instead of the lad a slave to my lord; 
and let the lad go up with his brothers. 34  For how 
shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with 
me? Lest perhaps I see the evil that shall come on 
my father.

45:1  Then Joseph could not restrain himself in front of all those who stood near him, and he cried, “Get every 
one in here away from me!” And there stood no one with him, while Joseph revealed himself to his brothers. 2  
And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3  And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 
Joseph; Is my father still alive?”

And his brothers could not answer him– they were dumbfounded by his presence. 

 יח וַּיִּגַׁש אֵלָיו יְהּוָדה וַּיֹאמֶר ּבִי אֲֹדנִי יְַדּבֶר־נָא עַבְּדְָ
 ָדבָר ּבְאָזְנֵי אֲֹדנִי וְאַל־יִחַר אַּפְָ ּבְעַבְּדֶָ ּכִי כָמֹוָ

 ּכְפְַרעֹה:  יט אֲֹדנִי ׁשָאַל אֶת־עֲבָָדיו לֵאמֹר הֲיֵׁש־לָכֶם
 אָב אֹו־אָח:  כ וַּנֹאמֶר אֶל־אֲֹדנִי יֶׁש־לָנּו אָב זֵָקן וְיֶלֶד
 זְֻקנִים ָקטָן וְאָחִיו מֵת וַּיִּוָתֵר הּוא לְבַּדֹו לְאִּמֹו וְאָבִיו

:אֲהֵבֹו

 כא וַּתֹאמֶר אֶל־עֲבֶָדיָ הֹוִרֻדהּו אֵלָי וְאָׂשִימָה עֵינִי  
 עָלָיו:  כב וַּנֹאמֶר אֶל־אֲֹדנִי ֹלא־יּוכַל הַּנַעַר לַעֲזֹב

 אֶת־אָבִיו וְעָזַב אֶת־אָבִיו וָמֵת:  כג וַּתֹאמֶר אֶל־עֲבֶָדיָ
 אִם־ֹלא יֵֵרד אֲחִיכֶם הַּקָטֹן אִּתְכֶם ֹלא תֹסִפּון לְִראֹות
 ּפָנָי:  כד וַיְהִי ּכִי עָלִינּו אֶל־עַבְּדְָ אָבִי וַּנַּגֶד־לֹו אֵת

:ּדִבְֵרי אֲֹדנִי

  כה וַּיֹאמֶר אָבִינּו ׁשֻבּו ׁשִבְרּו־לָנּו מְעַט־אֹכֶל: 
 כו וַּנֹאמֶר ֹלא נּוכַל לֶָרֶדת אִם־יֵׁש אָחִינּו הַּקָטֹן אִּתָנּו
 וְיַָרְדנּו ּכִי־ֹלא נּוכַל לְִראֹות ּפְנֵי הָאִיׁש וְאָחִינּו הַּקָטֹן

 אֵינֶּנּו אִּתָנּו:  כז וַּיֹאמֶר עַבְּדְָ אָבִי אֵלֵינּו אַּתֶם
 יְַדעְּתֶם ּכִי ׁשְנַיִם יָלְָדה־ּלִי אִׁשְּתִי:  כח וַּיֵצֵא הָאֶחָד

  מֵאִּתִי וָאֹמַר אְַ טָֹרף טָֹרף וְֹלא ְראִיתִיו עַד־הֵּנָה:
 כט ּולְַקחְּתֶם ּגַם־אֶת־זֶה מֵעִם ּפָנַי וְָקָרהּו אָסֹון

 וְהֹוַרְדּתֶם אֶת־ׂשֵיבָתִי ּבְָרעָה ׁשְאֹלָה:  ל וְעַּתָה ּכְבֹאִי
 אֶל־עַבְּדְָ אָבִי וְהַּנַעַר אֵינֶּנּו אִּתָנּו וְנַפְׁשֹו ְקׁשּוָרה

:בְנַפְׁשֹו

 לא וְהָיָה ּכְִראֹותֹו ּכִי־אֵין הַּנַעַר וָמֵת וְהֹוִרידּו עֲבֶָדיָ
 אֶת־ׂשֵיבַת עַבְּדְָ אָבִינּו ּבְיָגֹון ׁשְאֹלָה:  לב ּכִי עַבְּדְָ
 עַָרב אֶת־הַּנַעַר מֵעִם אָבִי לֵאמֹר אִם־ֹלא אֲבִיאֶּנּו

 אֵלֶיָ וְחָטָאתִי לְאָבִי ּכָל־הַּיָמִים:  לג וְעַּתָה יֵׁשֶב־נָא
  עַבְּדְָ ּתַחַת הַּנַעַר עֶבֶד לַאֹדנִי וְהַּנַעַר יַעַל עִם־אֶחָיו:

 לד ּכִי־אֵיְ אֶעֱלֶה אֶל־אָבִי וְהַּנַעַר אֵינֶּנּו אִּתִי ּפֶן
:אְֶראֶה בָָרע אֲׁשֶר יִמְצָא אֶת־אָבִי



4  And Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near me, I beg you.” And they came near. And he said, “I am Joseph 
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5  Now therefore be not upset, nor angry with yourselves, that you sold 
me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6  For these two years has the famine been in the land, and 
yet there are five years, when there shall neither be plowing nor harvest. 7  And God sent me before you to 
preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8  So understand it was not 
you who sent me here, but God. And He has made me like a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a 
ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9  Hurry back to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus said your son Joseph, 
‘God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me, don’t delay! 10  And you shall live in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you, and your children, and your grandchildren, and your flocks, and your herds, and 
all that you have. 11  And there will I take care of you, for there are five more years of famine.  Lest you, and your 
household, and all that you have, come to poverty. 12  And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13  And you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of 
all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring down my father here.”… 

47:13-27

13  And there was no bread in the entire country, for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and all 
the land of Canaan was faint because of the famine. 14  And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in 
the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought, and Joseph brought the money into 
Pharaoh’s house. 15  And when money was all spent in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the 
Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, “Give us bread! Why should we die in your presence? The money is gone!”

16  And Joseph said, “Give your cattle, and I will give you food for your cattle, if your money is gone.” 17  And 
they brought their cattle to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and 
for the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys, and he fed them with bread for all their cattle for that year. 18  

When that year was ended, they came to him the second year, and said to him, “We will not hide it from my lord 
that our money is spent. My lord also has our herds of cattle, there is nothing left in the sight of my lord, but our 
bodies, and our land. 19  Why shall we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for 
bread, and we and our land will be servants to Pharaoh. Give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land 
be not desolate.”

 20  And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh. For the Egyptians sold every man his field, because 
the famine prevailed over them, so the land became Pharaoh’s. 21  And as for the people, he moved them to 
cities from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end of it. 22  Only the land of the priests he did not buy, 
because the priests had a portion assigned to them from Pharaoh, and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave 
them, therefore they did not sell their lands. 

23  Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh. Lo, here is 
seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24  And it shall come to pass at harvest time, that you shall give the fifth 
part to Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your 
households, and for food for your little ones.” 

25  And they said, “You have saved our lives! Let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s 
servants!” 26  And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth 
part, except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh’s. 27  And Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in 
the country of Goshen, and they had holdings in it, and grew, and multiplied, exceedingly.


